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other, both streaming blood, until one staggered and fell dead,
the winner crowing and still pecking furiously at the corpse.

It frequently happens that both cocks are wounded but the
survivor is healed and often lives to fight many battles. A cock
is disqualified if it runs away at the beginning; otherwise the
fight is to death. When a cock is wounded but it is considered
that it can go on fighting, its owner gives it strength to go on
with special massages, blowing his own breath into its lungs;
then it is not rare for a badly wounded cock to come out tri-
umphantly over an apparent winner. Should both cocks refuse
to fight, they are placed inside a basket, where one cannot avoid
being killed. Hundreds of roosters are sacrificed in this manner
in every village on the day before nyepf.

The Balinese cannot understand the attitude of the senti-
mental Dutch, who have forbidden cockfights. To them a
rooster is as dead in the kitchen as after a cockfight; besides,
cockfights are staged as a religious duty, as a sport that gives
an opportunity for a little gambling and as a way to provide
food for the next day. The dead roosters are taken home and
cooked for the nyepf meal. After the cockfights, in Den Pasar
it is customary to give a banquet for the children of each band/ar,
a double row of beautifully decorated trays filled with sweets
and cakes served to them by the band/ar officials.

Before sunset the evil spirits had to be lured and concentrated
at the great offering, the met/aru, then cast out by the powerful
spells of the priests of the village. Facing towards fcangin, the
East of Den Pasar, were tall altars filled with offerings: one for
the Sun and for the Trinity (sanggah agung), one for the an-
cestors, and a third for the great Jcalas, the evil gods. In the
centre of the ground an elaborate conglomeration of objects was
arranged: food of all sorts, every kind of strong drink, money
and house utensils, hundreds of containers of banana leaf with
a sample of every seed and fruit that grew on the island, and a
piece of the flesh of every wild and domestic animal in Bali
(a small piece of dried tiger flesh was pointed out); all arranged